
God’s dream is that 
you and I and all of us will 
realize that we are family, 

that we are made 
for togetherness, 

for goodness, 
and for

Annual Report
2017-2018

school.stagneslouisville.org

- Desmond Tutu

Academic Excellence
Many Saint Agnes classrooms were updated for 
more innovative learning during this school year.  
The traditional computer lab was transformed into a 
STEAM lab with cooperative tables, portable devices 
and additional robotics materials.  Middle school 
students enjoyed learning with new flexible seating 
options such as standing desks, various sized tables, 
and rolling chair desks.  

The National Energy Education Development Youth 
Rookie-of-the-Year Award was achieved by a group 
of 4th grade students for their study of energy use 
in the school.  After collecting data and developing 
recommendations to reduce energy use, the students 
presented their findings to students, teachers, and 
other stakeholders.  The state level award included an 
invitation to present their project in Washington D.C., 
where the students received the National Elementary 
Rookie-of-the-Year Award.

The PTO sponsored artist program continued this year 
with a visit from the Kentucky Shakespeare Company.  
4th-8th grade students enjoyed learning about our 
Kentucky History.   Then, PreK-3rd graders experienced 
a dramatic presentation of Little Red Riding Hood.  

On nationally standardized Terra Nova Tests, the Total 
Battery Scores (National Percentile of NCE for which 
50 is average) for Saint Agnes students were 93 for 
3rd grade, 75 for 5th grade, and 92 for 7th grade.

Eight 8th grade students were named High School 
Scholars as a result of their achievement on the High 
School Placement Test.  

43% of the 7th grade students were invited to 
participate in the Duke Talent Identification Program.  
One student qualified for Grand Recognition at Duke 
University, while six other students qualified for state 
recognition.  

The 6th grade Book Bee team placed 1st in the 
Archdiocese and the 4th grade team placed 2nd.  

Several students placed at the District 4-H speech 
contest, and one 4th grader placed 1st at the state 
level.  

Students experienced personal stories of published 
children’s authors during visits provided by the library 
and our local bookstore, Carmichael’s Kids.  Deborah 
Diesen shared stories of The Pout Pout Fish and Peter 
Brown demonstrated a drawing of The Wild Robot 
while sharing about the writing of the sequel novel.  

Best Delegation was awarded to the Saint Agnes 
student participants in the Kentucky Youth Assembly.  
For the 1st time, a student qualified to run for office 
and won Lieutenant Governor.  One student earned 
an Outstanding Speaker award, two parliamentarians 
advanced to the final round, and the students were 
given a Delegation of Excellence status.  
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As part of the Passionist Family, Saint Agnes 
School embraced the 2017-2018 theme, Choose 
Compassion.  Teachers, students, and families 
focused on God’s Compassion as they continued 
to develop strong traditions of faith, community, 
and academic excellence.   The theme for this 104th 
year of service encouraged kindness for self and for 
others each and every day.  Compassion became 
the foundation of the longstanding tradition of each 
grade focusing on one area of stewardship. 

The Passion of Christ was reenacted by the 8th 
grade students for the entire school and Parish 
community.  The 7th graders lead a prayer service 
focused on the Last Supper on Holy Thursday and 
in December the 1st and 2nd graders shared the 
story of the birth of Jesus.

In celebration of the rich history of the Passionists 
and their role in the creation of Saint Agnes 
School, the 3rd and 4th grade students created 
and performed a music program for the school 
community and the Passionist Priests residing in 
Louisville.  

Students prepared for and received sacraments:  
2nd grade students received their First Eucharist, 
4th grade students had their first Reconciliation, and 
8th grade students celebrated their Confirmation at 
the Cathedral of the Assumption.

Acting with compassion to help those in need, 
students donated $3365.15 to the Saint Agnes 
Conference of Saint Vincent as part of the annual 
Walk for the Poor.   Additionally, the student council 
hosted a special “pajama day” to raise funds to 
send to hurricane victims and during Lent families 
donated to the Rice Bowl Fund. 

Faith
Community
In collaboration with the Earth and Spirit Center, 
3rd and 4th grade students helped restore and 
rebuild a wetlands ecosystem.   Students centered 
their study of the wetlands around a deep 
compassion for God’s creation.  

Celebrations occurred for the retirements of 
3rd grade teacher, Ms. Caroline Donnelly, and 
2nd grade teaching assistant, Ms. Gail Evans.  
These dedicated teachers completed fifteen and 
seventeen years of service to Saint Agnes School 
community. 

Under the leadership of the Student Council, the 
students collected enough pull tabs to receive 
the champion trophy for the 8th consecutive year.  
The Knights of Columbus Bishop Flaget Council 
sponsors the contest to help children with illnesses 
attend Indian Summer Camp.  

The youth choir, advanced choir, and handbell 
choir were invited to share their gifts of music 
during the Christmas tree dedication in Calvary 
Cemetery.   The special ceremony was led by 
Archbishop Kurtz.

After winning numerous tournament trophies, 
the 4th-8th grade members of the Saint Agnes 
Archery team again qualified for state, national, 
and world competitions.   Saint Agnes hosted its 
first ever Archery Tournament.  

The 7th-8th grade boys cross country team 
earned 1st place in the CSAA Championship, while 
numerous other runners in grades 1st-8th placed 
in other competitions.   Then, during the spring 
track season both the 5th-6th grade boys and 
the 7th-8th grade girls were champs in the CSAA 
Championship Meet.  The 3rd-4th Baseball team 
was City Champ runner up.  In the CSAA golf 
tourney, one student placed 1st and another placed 
2nd.

Students in the 5th-8th grade theater program 
performed Every Christmas Story Ever Told, 
directed by Mr. David Despain and Into the Woods, 
directed by Ms. Charlie Douglas.  
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